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Ns man n takerh rhis homer 10 bimfelf bat he that is 
called of God as was Aaron. 


S Stedfaſtneſs of beließ is necefſary in the fundamental and ca- 
tholick doctrmes of the Chriſtian Church, no leſs neceſſary is it 
n the effential parts df its polity an®iKiiniſtratisns;Erro Fs 

daoctrine diſturb r 177 f the Ci by doubiſul diſputati- 

och Wut aiſtakes in diſc iplin diffolve it it” 1-2 actual e 

The former are commonly edded in the the Heretick; der in 

the redreſs of the later the deſtruction of mokiredes is involv'd. For 

Schiſm above all kinds of rebellion is as th. fin of witchcraft, which, when 

ſpirited up by the ſubornations of Corah and his company, {preads thro' 

the people by as ſudddain . as the _ proges ſeat tor it's Cor- 
rettion. 

And as this aer mati 4 of judgment 18 neceſſaby i in Chriftians that are 
to obey, ſo much more in thoſè ho in a due ſubordination are appointed 
ro ſway the Government of the Church: conſidering that as in the Camp 
of iſrael, ſo in the Church of Chriſt theſe innovations have been generally 
raiſed by aſpiring men, rar Corah not being content with the ordi- 


nary Scpvice of the Sanuliry, have by ambitious conteils ſought the 
prieft 00d alſo, and have alfÞs. perfſhed in the gain{aytiig of Corah, 


For the powers of Spiritual Juriſdiction, primarily intended for the edi- 


cation of believers, not the deſtruction of gainſayers, have a Divine 


Commiſſion ; and being 'ordain'd of God, as they are not given by man, 
ſo neither are they gotten by uſurpation, No man taketh this honour to 
himſelf, but he that is call,d of God as was Aaron, 

By which general aſſertibn, the Apoſtle both proves the authority 
and ſhews the correſpondence of our Saviour's Pricithood with the Le- 
vitical: as it follows v. 5. jo Jeſus Chriſt slorify d not himſelf to be made 
an High- Prieſt, but he that ſaid unto him, Thon art my Son, this day 
have I begotten thee. 

Now as the Tabernacle of Moſes wasa typical prefiguration of the Church 
er Chriſt, ſo the Levitical Prieſthood in the one was anſwerable to the 
Sacerdotal Adminiſtration in the other: as the form of the Tabernacle was 
not left to the invention of Maſes, nor craft of Artificers but all things 


wers made according to the pattern God ſhem'd to Moſes in the Mount; fo. 


the Chriſtian Church was built upon the foundation of the Apoſtles, not 
upon the artificial models of Staceſimen, thoſe delicient Architects even in 
earthly Governments. And as in the Tabernadte the Miniſtry was com- 
poſed of High.: Prieſt, Prieſts, and Levites; ſo the Adminiſtration in the 
Church is veſted in . Vriclts, and. Deacons, in a correſpondent 
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- Seeing then upon the 6 or removal of the Chief. Prieſts or 
Biſhops, by whom the inferiour Orders of Prieſts and Deacans; are ſent, 
the whole Ecclefiaſtical miniſtry is ſupported. or diflolv'd; and ſteing the 
Honour mention d in the text is that of the Chief: Prieſthood, er. F rimacy 


in the Church: our preſent undertaking ſhall be, to prove the Dw] we 


Right of Epiſcopacy ; or that the Order of Biſhops is a Divine Iuſtitution. 
not au humane ordinance, and that no man taketh this honour ta himſel,, 
but be that is call dof God as was Aaron: 2 Subject not unſuitable on this 
Solemn Day of Ordination! 729% 10 
Firſt then we ſhall endeavour to prove (as far as the time will allow, 
diſproportion'd to ſo great an argument, ) that the Order af Biſhops in 
that fix d imparity aud ſaperiority above the ſubordinate Orders of Pres- 
byters and Deacons is a Divine Ordinance. Afterwards we ſhall direct our 
Exhortations, 1f to thoſe: who oppoſe this Doctrine of Epiſcopacy, and 
a aly to thoſe who maintain the Inſtitution. Weit 20 
Firſt, We are to prove that the Order of Riſhops as above qualify'd is a 
Divine Ordinance. | L242. {$58 


nu the beginnings of the-Church, Chriſt che Maſter-Builder ſem'd to 


lay this plan of Government, when he diſtinguiſh'd his twelve Apoſtles 
from the ſeventy Diſciples; which be did not by dignity in pomp or ouz- 
ward ſtate ; but by Eminence in Gifts, in extent of Commiſſion, in mira- 
culous Operations: The Apoſtles reſembling the twelve Princes of the 
Tribes of their Fathers, Numb. 1. 16. Heads of Thouſands in Iſrael ; the Di- 
{ciples repreſenting the Seventy Elders bearing the burthen of the People: 
Numb. 11.16, 17. that thus in eftabliſking the perpetual Government 
of the Houſe of 1{-ae!, the fame form of Polity might be continued, the 
fame Subordination of Rulers, correſponding no lets in Superiority of 
Power than in exactneſe of Number. | 

The Supereminency of the Twelve above the Diſciples was fo determi- 
ned, thav when Judas by tranſgreſſion fell from his Dignity, rhe Holy 
Ghoſt gave direction to ſupply the vacancy, by an Election out of the Se- 
venty ; tulfilling that prophetical imprecation, let another take his 
Biſhoprick, Pal. 109, 8. gy Act. 1 20. Not but this eminence of the 
Apoſtles above the Diſciples was manifeſted in the delegation of ir, where- 
in Chriſt by a ſolemn AR placed them upon an equality with himſelf; For 
when He that primary Apoſtle was ſent by the Father; as the Spirit of the 
Lord was upon him to auoint him to preach the Goſpel. If. 61, 1. fo when 
the Twelve Apoſtles were ſent by him, he thus conſecrated them, as the 
Fat her ſent me, even ſo ſend Tyou ; and when he had ſaid this, he breatl/d 


on them, and ſaid, receive ye the Holy Gho. Joh. 20. 21, As the 


Father ſent me to chuſe you out of the world, and to ordain you to the 
Miniſtry of Salvation: fo ſend I you ro ſeparate others, by a ſucceſſive 
Ordination. n 8 | ” 
Not that we infiſt on theſe preliminary Acts of Chriſt, in the Choice 
of the Number and Ordination of the Apoſtles, leſt we ſhould derogare 
from their more folema [nauguration to that high Dignity, when they. 
| Send ATED +": were 
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; "vere Aube with the Holy Ghoſt and with Fire: and whilſt in building 


of the Church we adore the ſubordinate concurrence in the Perſons of the 


Godhead, we muſt avoid confuſion in the Acts of their. Offices. The 


Collecting and Sanftifying of the Church is the eminent and appropriate 


Act of In Holy Gholt, the eternal Spirit of Truth, the other Comforter, 


who upon our Saviour's Aſtenſion to his Throne, in the myſterious me- 
thod of the Divine Mifſion came down, not for a tranſitory ſpace, but to ga- 
ther andtto preſide over his Evangelical Church, to order and to eſtablifh 
it for ever. Did Chriſt then lay the Foundation ?: the Holy Ghoſt built 
thereupon Did Chriſt call the Twelve to be Miniſters of Salvation? the holy 
Ghoſt was to anoint them to preach the Gaſpel. Did Chriſt fend the 
Twelve tobe his Embaſſudors to the World? the Holy Ghoſt wis to ſign 
. their-1rifallible Credentials. Not that in the publick confignation of theſe 
powers to the Apoſtles the Holy Ghoſt did act or ſpeak wholly of himſelf: 
but as he ſhould bring to their remembrance all Chriſt's former inſtructi- 
ons ; ſo he ſhould hereafter! take of Chriſſis and ſbew it unto them. Joh, 
16. 13, 14+ And as dur Saviour was originally concurring in the grant, 
ſo was he perpetually caaſſiſting in the Execution. For when he iſſued 
out the Commiſſion to the;Apoitles to go and diſciple all Nat ions, he en- 
tail'd this promiſe, b4hold-1 am with you elch even unto the end of the 
TForld, Mar, 28, 20. 
Surely the Conformity of theſe ſucceſſive Ads of our Saviour in found- 
70g Epiſcopacy do far exceed the languid teſtimonies of his bare approba- 
tion and countenance, or the e and accidental inſinuations of Seri - 
pture wreſted in its favour. 
But if theſe Arguments cannot induce ame abſtracking Spirits to grant 
it a divine inſtitution, ordain'd by Chriſt himſelf, yet, what amounts to 
the ſame, they muſt be conſtrain'd to yield it an Apoſtolical ordinance 


inſtituted by the commiſſion'd Apoſtles. If then it ſhall appear that theſe | 


great Legates ot the Son af God did conſtitute and ordain this uniform 
Order of Epiſcopal Government in all Churches of the Saints; *twill be no 


Jels impious to reject their Conſtitutions, than to deny their Doctrines, 


who acted as well as tpake, as they mere maved by the Holy Ghoſt. 
St, Paul, the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, tho' in his own opinion 
counted a poſthumous and ſupernumerary Apoſtle, yet equal to the reſt 


ia the warrant of his Vocation, and ſuperiour to them in the execution, 


zhis glorious Apoſtle, whoas he labour d, ſo wrote more abundantly than 


they all, in the Churches which he planted and in the Writings which he | 
left, did ſer up this actual and ſettled Government, and gave Laws for its 


perperual Adminiſtration, 
To Timothy was committed the overſight of the Church of Epheſus, 


the Metrapolitan over the 4fian Churches: to Titus the populous Iſland 
of Crete. In his Epiſtles to theſe primary Prelates, what diſtinguiſhing | 

marks do we find of the ſpecial Powers of Ordination and Juriſdiction ve- 

fed in their bigh and holy Function? which yet the Apoſtle ſeems to 


mention, only to remind them of thei Charge, not to eſtabliſh the grant 
eſit; to preſs them to thg exerciſe, not to confirm the Title of their 


IH ariſdition, | HY 


ff. If we conſider the power o Ordination veſted in T:mothy, by that 
expreſs Command of the Apoſtle to /ay hands ſuddenly on no Man, 1, Tim. 
5. 22. we find not the delegation of this power, but an advice for the cau- 
tious adminiſtration of it in the Church. N. 
There were multitudes of Presbyters reſident in the populous Church 
of Ephiſus, If then any one, or it altogether had an equal power to or- 


dain without him, the reſtriction of this Charge to Timothy had been ſur 


perfluous: if with him, why were they not joyn'd in the Commiſſion? 
But how could Presbyters be inſtructed in the communication of Epiſ- 
copal power, which was ſuperiour to their own ? for wethout contradi- 
ion as the leſs is bleſſed, ſo is he conſecrated of. the greater. And as St. 
Paul commands Timothy alone by a general injunction to lay hands ſud- 
dainly on no man; fo in the character of a 1 7:9. 3. 10 Biſhop he 
gives a more particular and ample deſcription, leſt T:mothy might err by 
an haſty Conſecration, | | 
Again, in the Ordination of Deacons tho' of infcriour conlequeace, 
Zimothy alone is charged to prove their Converſation and Abilities by an 
antecedent examination ; and if found qualify'd according to the Canoni- 
cal Directions of the Apoſtle, to admit them ro uſe the Office of a Dea- 
CON; 10008: e | | 
2aly The juriſdictive power veſted in Timothy appears thro! the whole 
tenour of the Epiſtles, over Presbyters, over Deacons, over falſe reach- 
ers, extending to all parts of Government, over all the Members of the 
Church. | N 3 
1ſt. As to Presby ters, Timothy muſt charge them that in preaching they 
preſume to teach no other Doctrine 1 Tim. I. 3, 4. than what was pre- 
ſcrib'd, not intermedling, no nor even attending to uſelels Fables and 
perplex'd Genealogies. 1D ; 
Again, if any Presbytcr were eminent in the diſcharge of his Function, 
Timothy mutt diſtinguiſh him in reſpect and maintenance; f an Elder rule 
wel, labouring in word and doctrine, let him be counted worthy of donb!e 
Honour. 1 Tim. 5, 17, But if an c. v. 13. Elder be impeach'd of any 


criminal delinquency, T:mothy muſt receive his Accuſation, not upon ſin- 


gle or partial Evideace, but before two or three legal Witueſſes. And if 
convicted of Miſdemeanour, Timothy mult by publick cenſure rebuke 
him before al, that others alſo may fear. c. v. 21. And that in reward- 
ing of faithful Paesbyters and in correcting of delinquents Timothy 1s 
oha g'd before God and the El:# Angels, c. v, 21. to obſerve tie ſe 
thugs, without preferring one Presbyter before another, doing nothing 
by partiality, | x | 22 

If Timothy's Jurisdiction over the venerable confiſtory of Presbyters be 
thus conſpicuous, how much more over the inferiour and x robationary 
Order of Deacons? and, it his ſway be thus eminent over his conſecrated 
Brethren, how much rather over ihe mix'd and urdiſtinguiſh'd Laity? 
yea what might be rationally deduced, is actually confirm'd in nis charge 


to ſuperintend the Tim. 5. 3. 9. choice and mꝛiutenance of D aconeſſes 
a n Widows, to controll the exorbitance, and to prevent the cneroach- 


A 3 ment 


F 


| Hens. de falle Tachels to N 4. 2. reprove, to rebuke, to exhort 
as with all long-ſuffering ſo with all Authority, not ſuffering any diſobe- 


dienet᷑ to bs offer'd to the — of his A nor amn to 
the Sandtiry of his Perſon. 

hus in this ſhorr enumeration, we find Timothy placed over the great 
Metropolitan Church of Epheſs as in God's ſtead, with a like prehemi- 
g2nce of Power as King Saul exalted over his Brethren : and thole vene- 
rable reſpects and Subjection, which might he abated by his c. Tied. 4. 
12. natural youth, are ſuſtain'd by his deriv'd Authority. 

And as the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles committed the Overſigtie of 
the An Churches to Timothy, fo he placed Titus in the Biſhoprick of 
Crete, in the ſame heighth of Superiority, in the ſame latitude of jariſdi- 
ion. This was no limitary Charge, confin'd to a parochial diſtrict or 
narrow diviſi od, but the overſight of the Churches over all Crete, a po- 


pulous Ifland renown'd of old for the multitude of it's Cities; yet in eve- 


ry one of theſe Cities Titus was appointed to ordain Elders, in every Ci- 
ty to correct Diſorders. This was the Foundation of his Reſidence in 
that Iſland: for for this cauſe { ſaith St, Paul) left Tit. 1. 5. I thee in 
Crete, that thou ſpouldſt ordain Elders in every City, and ſet in order the 
things that are wanting or emiſi. TN WONG. 


Thos the very entrance of this Epiſtle declares in expreſs terms Titns's 
inveſtiture to the ſpecial power of Ordination: and the ſequel atteſts his 
Jurisdiction, whilſt ir gives directions for its execution. If to ſtop the 
c. 1, 11. Mouths of falſe and mercenary Teachers, if to make judiciary 
3. 10. proceſs agamſt an Heretick by formal admonition, and by final 
ejection ; if theſe be acts of jurisdiction, Titus's claim to it can no more 
be difputed now by ſehiſmaticks, than conteſted then by Hereticks Yea 
they themſelves are compell'd to allow the eminence of the ſtations. of 


thoſe primary Biſhops, but deny the perpetuity. They implcad their 


Govertiment not to have been fix'd and durable, but local and tempora- 
ry ; their Superiority in the Church to have been of the ſame formal 
and arbitrery Nature as of a preſidercy in Afﬀſemblics z and their tranſcen- 
dent powers to have been of no_ farther extent or contjnnance than of 2 
Conſul iv a state, or Profocutor in a Synod ; cletted it) moderate for a 
time the pablick Affairs of the Church; bur his Commillion Expiring, 
deſeendihbg 2gain into the coequal rank of Presbyters without any perſo- 
nal Diſcrimination. 


But in anſwer to this viſronary plan of diſcipline miy w>.not reſume 


| the challenge of that Father, Edant Origines, let them produce their au- 
| dhentick Records of ſuch a ſhifting precedency, the leaſt mention in all 


Antiquity of any ſvch plebean and ambulatory Government? Where are 
the Regiſters of theſe ſpiritual Officers? Where the Lifts, and rag of 
their Sncceſſion? by the Providential Superintendance of the Holy Spiri 
of God there remain to this Gay * Regiſters preſery d in the Church, like 


—— 


* Bilſon cap, 13. 7 7 perpetua guber natione Eerleſ. 
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the Roll in the Ark, not ird by length or F viciſſitudes of time, which 
contain a punctual enumeration of Biſhops, who from the Apoſtles down 
to the Nicæ in Council prefided in the Churches of Antioch, of Feruſa- 
lem, of Alexandria, of Rome, living and dying upon their eber no 
momentary guides of the Church, nor ſubje& to removal like Ofticersin 
State or Commanders in Armies. 

And as this Argument has no toundation in Hiſtory, ſo neither has 
that other in reaſon, whence they would infer the equality of Oftces from 
the ſcriptural community of Names. For a Biſhop compreheading in his 
Office che whole Hierarchy, may by the ſame condeſcenſion and pro- 
priety be ſtyl d a Presbyter or Deacon, as the Apoſtle himſelf was an 
Evangeliſt and Miniſter. Granting then the promiſcuous uſe of the vords 
Biſhop and Presbyter in Holy Writ, which yer is the late interpretation 
of the fourth Century, if hence the primitive Governours os the Church 
ſometimes aſſum'd the Names of Presbyters to expreſs their humility; 
yet they were oftentimes graced with the Title of * Apoſtles, to declare 
their Superiority, 

Thus Scripture brings in her infallible Witneſs, that St. Paul by his 
owa hands did infeoffe theſe two Biſhop: Timothy and Tiens in their reſpe- 
five dioceſes, and did feat them in their Epiſcopal thrones : and ſhould we 
run up thro' Edcleſiaſtical Hiſtory to the Originals of the firſt renown d 


Churches, they all bring in their faithful accounts, glorying in their A- 


poſtolical Founders. Mark the inſpir'd Evangeliſt was made Biſhop of 
Alemandria by the Apoſtles, Linus of Rome by St. Peter, Polxarp ot 
Smyrna by St. John This laſt mention'd Prelate whoſe Fame ſtands 
firſt in Ecclefiaſtick Record, and Ozefmus whoſe Prong is in the Goſpel, 
are acknowl:dg'd ro be two of thoſę ſeven Biſhops of the ſeven Churches, 
mention'd in the Revelations of St. 7%. Theſe the Holy Glioſt vouch- 
ſafes to grace with the high compellation of Angels, Angels, not on 


account of their Divine Miniſtry, but fix'd ſuperiorty: whom he com- 


mends for their perſonal graces ; whom he menaces and cenſures, not for 


the uſurpation of their Power, but remiſsneſs in. its adminiſtration. 


danny of this firſt claſs of Biſhops planted in f.vcral Regions by 5 
Apoſtles, by courſe of Nature or an early Martyrdom, rehgn'd there va 
cant Thrones again into the fame hands and diſpoſition. Put St, Fo/n a 


Patriarch in longavity as well as Authority, who govern'd the Church 


ſixty years after Chriſt's Crucifixion, provably ſurviv'd an entire Suc- 
ceſſion. 

If then not only the firſt filling of the new crcated Sees of the Hlerar- 
chy, bot ſeveral dupplies of rheir vacancies paſſed under the hands, un- 
der che ditection of the. Apoſtles themſelves,” with what previcacious ig- 
norance do ſome affirm it to have been an innovation of their immediate 
Succeſſors? Had thoſe Perſons by a concerted Tyranny made this bold 
and haſty ſtep, had they upon the demiſe of the Apoilies (like the wan- 
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* Phil. z. 25. Theodoret, in 1 Tim, cap. 3, 
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T Fon Iſraelites upon the departure of Moſes) worſhipped an Idol of their 
on invention; if the Lord himſelf had not in thoſe days of Miracles vi- 
flited with a Curſe and with a Plague; yet that zealous Apoſtle St. John, 


43% 6H 


incens'd with the indignation of Moſes, would doubt leſs have cauſed it to 


be broken down, and have grounded it to Powder. He who cenſured 
* Diotrephes (that great Ecclefiaſtick) for conteſting his tranſcendent Pa- 


triarchal Power, he who menaced the Aſian Churches for the leaſt deviati- 
on from the Truth, would he have ſuffered a total detection? would he 
have permitted the Tabernacle of the Chriſtian Church to be dif- 
5 No: nor a ftake thereof to be looſed, nor a cord thereof to be 
roken, . Wh 

Let then our Adverſaries ſay of all the Churches, as St, 7erom (aid 
of the Corinthian, that this ſacred inflitution in general ſprung from diſ- 
order, that a contentious emulation ariſing from a parity obliged the Apo- 
files to found a Subordination of Governours : yer whilſt they debaſe the 
Dignity, tliey grant the Apoſtolical date of its Original. Nor but tis 
doubtleſs of amore Noble, a more Ancient Extraction. Before the foun- 
dations of the Church in Corinth, or of Corinth it (elf that Ancient Ci- 
ty, before the Foundations of the Earth were laid, was this Ordinance 
alſo eftabliſh'd by the predeſtinated Will of the Spirit of God; whoſeeter- 
pal Purpoſes in his Church, tho' commencing in time, are not derived 
from the diforders nor determin'd by the occurrences of it; neither is the 


unehangeable Spirit of Wiſdom taught new Counſels by the finful Paffi- 
Ins of Men. 2 


If upon the wide extent of the Church ſpreading like the Camp of If-a- | 


l, the Holy Ghoſt gave direction to the Apoſtles more ſure and neceſſary 
than that of Ferhro to Moſes, to chuſe Biſhops out of every Nation, like 
Heads out of every Tribe, which in tagir reſidenſiary Governments ſhould 
divide the Burthen of the People; tho? either the Abſcence of the Apo- 
files, or diſtance ot Territory, either the overflowing Numbers or unru- 


lines of min'd Proſelytes, tho' theſe might be tbe adventitious and colla- 


teral occaſions of conſtitut ing particular Biſhopricks, yer they were not 
the primary and predetermin'd grounds of the original Order, Theſe pro- 
miſcuous irregularitics might haſten their Erection, or when erected, 
might produce regulations in them; but he alone, who.is a God of 
Order, Founded this Uniform and Harmonious Frame of Govern- 


ment, 


* . 


For in Nations af diſtant in Cuſtoms, as ſituation, yea in the near- 
eſt diſtances of time as well as widett intervals of Place, we find it rear'd 
up in a ſimilar and compleat eſtabliſhment, an Eſtabliſhment ſo widely, 


ſo ſpeedily, fo regularly accomplifh'd doubtleſs. by the eternal Spirit, 


working mightily in the Apoftles his Sacred inſtruments ; foraſmuch as 
only his unrefiſted Power could give it ſach diſpatch, aud his unerring 


Wiſdom ſuch Uniformity. 


he 


The 


by 


* 1 „ 


e vw 


The founding of any Civil Goveramient is the work of. 2884; the, 
wiſdom its laws is per fected by experience of their defeats, and the ſta- 
bility of them by manifold changes: aud when 'xis thus gradually wrovght | 
into an approved and coufummare model, it's intro#nttion into 2 nation 
is arreſted by the oppoſition of War, and an inbred coptention of the 
people for their antient municipal ways. But the diffuſion of this one 
Government in all Nat ions was not ſubject to the hogriag determination. 
of battles or of treaties, partaking of rhe bleſling given to the firſt Pre- 
pagators ; whoſe line on a ſud lain went out into all the earth, and thar 
words unto the end of the world. Pal. 19. 22. 

And it's Divinity which is thus evidence d by it's miraculous promulga- 
tion, is no leſs confirm d by it's wondrous duration. As God s ſettled 
Ordinances in nature, ſo his poſitive decrees in Religion are ſtrengbten'd 

by length of days, which decays the 2rcificial works of men and blors out 
their celebrated opions. If this thing be of Men it will come to naught, 
faid that great maſter of Iſrael, of Chriſtianity it ſelf. Since then this 
leading Ordinance has been iry 0 by multitude of years, and by ſucceſſive 
aſſaults of perſecutions, as it's exemp: jon from natural cecay dechores it 
nor to be of Men, fo it's ſurmounting their fintul oppolitions marcaicks 
it s protection as well as Original to be of God, 

If then ye believe nor the record which 'Scripture gives to the Divini- 
ty of this Order, we ought to believe it for the very works ſale; for 
that teſtifics ot it, by it's ſupernatural promulgation in all Nations, and 
Eontinuartion in all ſucceeding ages. 

Thus Holy Writ by the apparent precedents of Epiſcopacy in the per- 
ſons of Timothy and Titus and of the ſeven Angels of the Aſian Churcnes, 
confirm'd by it's eſtabliſhment and perpetuity, are thoſe Divine Teſti- 
monies, whereby God bears witneſs to his holy Ordinance. 

Let us from this ſtrong foundation of our Faith the witneſs of God, 


deſcend to the teſtimony of men abounding in the writings of the Pri- 
mitive Fathers, in the antient Canons and ſy nodical Conſtitutions, and 
univerſal practice of the Church of Chriſt, which all come in wich una- 
nimous and coherent evidence ratifj ing the teſtimomy of Script ure, as the 


voice of the ſpouſe ſeconding the voice of her glorious Husband. 


But if our adverſaries perpetually caſt in all appeals ro rhe antients, ſtill 
retreat to that ſceptical expoſtulation, is it written? requiring hereof a 
more particular and expreſs comprehenſion in holy Writ; we ſhall only 
premiſe, that this demand declares their partial and Wande eee 


againſt this Ordinance, fince they ſubmit to + others as 

of neceſſary obligation upon inferiour, at leaſt bur equal, - "1% The 48 
evidences of Scripture. day. lnfant- 
And as this demand is inconſiſtent with their praflice, Baptiſm. &c. 
ſis i it irrational in its nature. 


+ The Apoſtolical Doctrines, which are the objedts of the Chriſtian Faith, | 
are ſer down in Scripture, being unalrerable in all times and ufiverſal in 


all Nations. But matters of tact are anne down i in a genuine and 


* 5 | 1 2 1.5 ,28othentieh: 


1 
g 
* 
| 
| 
" 
1 
* 


25 (10) ces 
25 itbenfek method no leſs i in vulgar Hiftory than in ſacred record ; fince lat 
even in this, their truth is aſcertain'd, not by the evidence of faith, but the 


| apprehenſions of fence, And as we believe the narration of Chriſt's mi- of 
| racaluus acts not ſo much from the Inſpiration of the Evangelifts, as in the 
l; that they were cotemporarics and prefent eye witneſſes of the Facts; ſo Fei 
if we ma) fay of the ſucceeding Hiſtorians of the Church, as the Apoſtles pre 


fl rhemtcives ſaid of the firſt it, theſe are they which knew theſe things, and Ie 
F TWwiote ft. 9005 things, and upon account of theſe advantages of evidence, ; 
1 we know f hat cheir reftimony is tre. 

| Let ns then, as the Lord himſelf adviſes his diſtracted people, let us 
fand iu the ways, and fee and as for the old paths, where is the good 
| way, Jer. 6, 16. let us ack of thoſe antient Fathers who caſt it up with 
their oo hands, and rracce it gut with their own footſteeps for the di- 
by rection of future generations, 

[4 Onr ot this ample lift give me ſcave to make a brief citation only of two 
| Holy Martyrs, the on for the peculiar and level direction, the other for 
| che plenitude of his Teſtimony, 

| The firft in order is Clemens the beloved co- partner of the two great 
fl Apoſtles St. Paul and St. Peter; one mentioned in the Epiſtles of the | 


i Former with great eſteem, one who laid the other in his grave, ane who | af 
ll, ſucceeded him in his See and in his Martyrdom, This holy Martyr and | the 
ii Biſhop of Rome writes an AGIBONICOTY Epiſtle to the Corinthians miſcrably T he, 


involved in an outrageous Schiſm among and againſt their Biſhops and | 
1 Presbytere, even to the expulſion of the perſons, and contounding the 


i orders; he to picify theſe diſtractions, traces to them the divine Original = 

j of their diſtinction in Offices and in names. Our Apoſtles ee 
i! by our Lord jeſus Chriſt the Contention that would ariſe (“ na 
| t - 8 Eros 20715 ) about the name of Epiſcopacy, 24 cil 
Il they for this very cauſe having receiv d perfect knowledge, appointed au 
1 * the fore ſaid degrees, and gave thereupon a deſign'd order or lift of ti. 
4 © offices. As the Apoſtles receiv'd this command of ordaining theſe diffe. to 
0 rent Orders from the Lord by inſpiration, ſo this their Companion re- au 
| ceiv'd it from them by immediate tradition. As the evidence of theſe pa-! or 
ſages confirm'd by many others, is ſtrangly appoſite, ſo the authority of | Ep 
the Epiſtle is molt authentick; not of a ſuſpected and ſpurious fame like in 
bis forg d recognitions or Apoltalical Conſtitutions; but of old read pub- | _ 
lickly in Churches as well as celebrated by the Aatients, Af 
The other witneſs is the renown'd Ignatius, equal to the former in ta | CA 
tion and martyrdom, but ſuperiour to him in his teſtimony; one who ou 
Gw the Apoſtle St, Fohn, if not Chrift himſelf in the fivſth, and whO in N 
imitation of his Revelations wrote Epiſtles to ſeven Churches: in theſe an 
he has ſo diſtingaiſhed theſe three orders in office and in titles, fo d 
termin d their ſubordinate powers, fo exalted their miniſterial Kignity ; tie 
that this evidence overbears all reply, debarrs all cvaßhon. die 
Wbether, this controrerſy not arifiog, theſe deciſive Epiltics lay many 18 

Ages in dance, or whether, after it's riſe, they were providegtialiy Is 
D CEA 


II | 
ceal'd for the tryal of his Church; their miracblous public 


ation in the 
late age out of the deſtructian of Barbariſm, was like the appearance of 


q 
but the roll found by Baruch among the ruins of the Temple: and the efforts | 
ni- of the adverſary to ſuppreſs the authority of them, which ſo witnefled. ' 

in their condemnation, ſucceeded no better than the irrational tranſports of | 
lo | 


| Jehoiakim, who burnt the roll chat threatned his deſtruction 
les produced a defence of their genuine authority by a 
md! Learned + Prelate fraught with ſuch riches of ſupernu- + Pcarſon's 

ce, merary learning, as this unparallcl'd piece ſtands now wind. Ignat. 
the glory of this National Church, the juſt envy of 

Foreign, and the eternal vindication of the Catholick, the Mother of 

them all. | 

The Teſtimony of this ſingle Father and glorious Martyr is ſo complear, 
ſo redoubled in every Epiſtle, that a citation of ſome particulars would 
be a ſeparation of their ſtrength : it is ſo compleat, that if the time world 
allow us to ſummon in Irene, Tertuliam, Cyprian, Ambroſe, or even 
St, Jerome with all the Ecclefiaftick Writers in a long chain of ſucceſſion ; 
we might appeal to the ſatiated adverſary; what need have we of any 
further witneſs? 

Thoſe therefore who are not abandon'd to the penal infatuation of an 
affected Schiſm, or a faſhionable infidelity, I ſhall refer to the Epiſtles 
themſelves with that exhortation of St, John: He that hath an ear to 
hear, let him hear, what this Holy Martyr ſaith unto the Churches, 

Now if the fingle Fritings of thoſe bleed Saints carry an unconteſted 
authority, the conſfltutions of them when coaven'd in general Councils 
demand an univerſal ſubmiſſion, : | 

Ir has been an antient teſt in the Catholick Church, that any Ordi- 
nance or uſage, whole inſtitution could not be traced in a general Coun- 
cil muſt be deriv'd from Apoltolical appointment ; becauſe no decree or 
authentick act leſs than of a general Council, could extend to all Chri- 
ſtian Churches, but the Acts of the Apoſtles thoſe univerſal Patriarchs, 1 
to whom the whole earth was but a Dioceſe, and whoſe words went with Fi 
authority unto the ends of the Warld. Now in no Council either general | 
or of an inferiour denomination, can we find the firſt eſtabliſument of 4 
E piſcopacy recorded, but the defence and confirmation of it can we find 


: ſince it has 


iQ all. 


The ancient Canons, which wear the Ramp if not of | | |! 
4 Apoſtolical authority yet of great“ Antiquity, have * Beveridge. | 
ta- | caſt a ſtrong encloſure about the Epiſcopal powers,with- Cod. Can. uind. 


ho out the leaſt mention of their inſtitution, In theſe ve- "Ie 
\in 1 ncrable Conſtitutions arg ſeen the landmarks, which however diſtarb'd 4 
eſe aud trodden down by after - gages, the primitive Fathers have 4 | 
de- | But in the Conſtitutions of ſucceeding Councils the power of Ordina- 
ty; | tion. is ſo guarded from the invaſion of Presbyters, that the adminiſtra- 


tion of it was not indulg'd to Rural Biſhops, When Coluthys a Pres- 1 
ny ter of Alexandrie pre ſum d to ordaia, ho. vas this dtn cenſured, 


. 8 en ö | 
n 4 general Council, the ad of Ordination reſcinded, and thoſe titular 
presbyters, diſrobed of their pretended orders, turn'd down with deri- 
fon into the Laick form! 9 
But the ſuriſdiction of Biſhops has in all Councils been fo univerſally 
mainrain'd, that in ſome the denyal of their power has been condemn'd 

as hereſy, and the dethroning their perſons has been declared Sacrilege. 

Their authority in the Church has been confirm'd by the decrees of the 

greateſt Emperours, recommended by their ſubmiſſive language, demon- 

itraced by their actual ſubjection. Neither can it be conteſted without ſa- 
crilege by the greateſt of Nobles, when they behold the 
+ Theodoſ. greateſt of  Emperours debarr'd by a penance more 
ſevere than che Leproſy inflicted on King U/iah, when 

| like him he attempted by violence ro approach the Altar. | 
| And thoſe who diſguiſe the noveity of their Schiſm under an antient 
| Hereſy, who take Arrius that branded heretick for their Founder and 
i! Patriarch ; whilſt they magaify his publick oppoſition to his Biſhop, do 
but remind us of his publick condemaation ; whoſe ambitious and ſacrile- 
gious conteſts againſt his Dioceſan, and whoſe opinions and puniſhmear, 
are reſerv'd in Eecleſiaſtical records, like the cenſers of Corah and his 
company, thoſe fnners againf# their own ſouls, to be a memorial to the 
children of ljrael ; that none that is not legally of the feed of Aaron 
conie near to offer incenſe before the Lord. | 

| By this recollection of teſtimonies ( too prolixe for this place, but too 

4 narrow for this ſubject) it appears; that every Chriſtian Biſhop from the 

"oy beginning of Chriſtianity to this day, hath been calPd of God as was 

I Aaron: it appears, that the Ordigance of the ſacred Hierarchy was foun- 

ded by our Saviour, planted in all regions by his Apoſtles, confirm'd by 

| holy Scripture, by Apoſtohcal Acts, by the immediate practice of the pri- 

h mitive Church, and by the univerſal practice of the ſucceeding Church, 

ratify'd by the judgement of all ſacred Synods, all holy Fathers. 

1 By theſe unſhaken authorities is every Biſhop exalted above his bre- 

ft | thren : and when he is array d in his holy ornaments, to all unprejudiced 

0 eyes his appcarance among his interiour Clergy reſſembles the ſuperemi- 

i | nenee of Simon the High-Prieſt ; who when he put on the robe of honour, 

1 aud mas cloathed with the perfection of glory, when be went up to the 

4 holy Altar, made the garment of holineſs honourable : who ſtood as a 

i cedar in Libanus, compaſſed about by all the Sons of Aaron in their glory, 

1 before all the Congregation of Iſrael: Kcelus. So. 11, 12. 

. , » Having :hus eſtablifh'd the Doctrine, we proceed to make our deftin'd 
application by directing eur Cxhortations | wt 93. ag 
- 18. To thoſe that oppole and renounce Epiſcopacy. 

2aly, To thoſe who maintam the Inſtitution. And 
Fre ſt, as to thoſe who Oppoſe it. | 
Now as we upbraid the unequal choice of Atheiſts, that if there be no 
lite to come, our errour paſſes away with the diſſolution of our being; 


bat if there be à future Rate, their miltake ends in eternal condemnation: | 


Sen 


ſo with ſimilitude of argument, tho? not extent of confequences, we may 


forewarn our adverſaries, if Epiſcopacy be not eſſentially a different form 


trom Presbytery, if the powers veſted in Biſhops may be equally diffuſed 


to Presbyters, yet we ſtand upon equal terms of ſecurity; inaſmuch as 
our limitation of the powers to perſons does not cancel the inſtitution of 
them, nor prejudice the adminiſt ration; and however we differ in opinion, 
yet in fact we differ only as a limited from an univerſal Presbytery. Bur 
on the other hand, if the Epiſcopal order be conſtituted of God, if he 
has commanded it for a perpetual Ordinance; who unto him that ſtriveti 
with his Maker, Iſa. 45.9. to cancel the decrees of his eternal purpoſe 
in his Church, Ler the potſherd ſtrive with the potſherds of the earth; 
let frail men ſet up their own frailer conſtitutions in a mutual oppoſition; 
let them mould, change, abrogate each other's laws by the prevalency of 
their paſſions or ſuperiority of wiſdom. | 141872 

If this thing be of God, tis not only impious to ſtrive againſt it, but 
*twill be found vain by ſad experience to fight againſt God, Let them 
conſider the ſueceſs of the ſundry kinds ot their polity founded in the 
room of Epiſcopacy : let them ſurvey their Conſiſtorys under all their di- 
verſity of forms, the incompatible mixture and tyranny of Lay-Pres- 
byters, their mimic Councils of Claſſes and Synods, their capricious and 


abortive projects of a Comprehenſion : theſe have been all found full of 


inconvenience, deformity and weakneſs ; ſo that in their new erections 
they have but hen out to themſelues ciſterns, broken ciſterns that caunos 
hold water, ; | 
Beſides, in ſhaking off the Juriſdiction of the Church and the eaſy yoke 
of her holy Diſcipline, whilſt they dream'd of liberty, they are ſubje& 
to an heavier bondage. 
appeal, as confin'd in every Independent Church, are a parochial papacy ; 
as lodg?d in Synods or Claſſes, are ſo many Courts of Inqueſitiou. 
Wherefore by vertue of a Toleration tho' the ſword of Eccleſiaſtical Go- 
vernment may ſeem to be born in vain, yet from it's long experienced 
efficacy to edification and manners, we may {ay of it in compariſon of all 
others, as David ſaid of Goliab's ſword, thar there id none like unto it. 
But to theſe temporal incon veniences we adjurc you to add the eternal 
denunciations againſt your ſchiſm, againſt your cauſeleſs ſeparation from 
your Biſhop. Conſider ye leaders of a tooliſh people the trivial wages 
of your crying iniquity, compoſed only of ſome narrow ſublcrip::ons,- or 
purloin'd gratuities, proportion d to your artificial ſervitude in flattering 
men in their errour, in prophecying unto them {meorh things. Will ye 


for this wretched equivalent, will ye, (as the Lord cxpoſtulares ) pollute 


me thus among my people meerly for handfuls of barly and pieces of bread, 


to ſlay the ſouls that ſhould not dye, and to ſave the ſouls alive that 


ſhould not live, by your lying to my people that hear your lyes? Ezek. 


13. 19. | Te TA 
However if neither the preſent diſtractions of ſeparation, nor it's eter- 


nal hazard, if neither the excellency of our uniform goverument, nor 


the 


Their Conſiſtorys arbitrary, irregular, without 


4 
. 
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| (1 | 
the deformity of their divided and 1" polity can make a juſt im- 
preſſion ; if they perſiſt to diſown that Ordinance, which the Church 
throughout all the world hath acknowledg'd; yer ler them ceaſe to creat 
it with contumely, what the univerſal Church hath with reverence de- 
fended When the Epiſcopal Order, the Ordinance of the Bleſſed Spirit, 
ſhall be attributed to the operations of that man of ſin; when thoſe cx+ 
cellent Biſnops and Martyrs, whoſe fame and whoſe glorious acts ſhine in 
the memorials of the Church, ſhall be reproach'd as Antichriſtian, as the 


great deceivers of the world, the authors of all Hereſy, all Schiſms, the 


publiek incendiaries af Chriftiendom ; when theſe obloquies ſhall not only 
be current in their converſation, but amplify'd in their Writings z the un- 
prejudiced heathen cannot but rebuke ſuch blaſphemous treatment, Re- 
vi leſt thou God's High. Prieſts? They nevet trcated their national Gods 
or their Prieſts wich indignity, tho' they were na gods: and we the wor- 
ſhippers of the living Gad in aur controverſies for our holy Church, when 
with the Archangel we are thus contending about the body of Moſes, aurſt 
not bring againſt the adverſary a rating accuſation. For what were this 
but to degrade the dignity of our profefſion, as well as to diſobey it's 
laws ? what were it but to furniſh with invenom'd arrows the quiver of 
all the lewd hirelings in infidelity and mercenary. veterans in i'm, 
which blaſpheme for pay and curſe for contributions. For out of the miſ- 
cellaneous materials collected of old by Schifmaticks what an indict» 
ment has been form'd of late, digeſted into articles of rebuke, of re- 
proach, and of blaſphemy, againſt the Hierarchical Order: 2 Book, 
which not like ancient Hereſy, by remonſtrance but aecuſation, not by 
oblique inſinuations but bold aſſertions, propounded in rh. enters it's 
proteſt againſt Epiſcopacy. What? as a political mercenary engine to 
ſupport Monarchys, or to ſubvert Republicks ? No : it declares it in it's 
original, a ſpurious uſurpation and a torgery ; and in it's nature and con- 
ſequences, not only incommodious but inconſiſtent, not only uſeleſs but 
deſtructive to all humane Society, under whatever plan or form of admi- 
niſtration. A Book, which in a ſtrain above it's ordinary prophaneneſs 
burleſques the Ordinatian of Biſhops, (whereby ſo many have this day 
been fer apart and unalterably fealed to the work of the Miniſtry ) only as 


a pious piece of pageantry, or an holy farce; and the Impoſition of hands, 


as à device of no other effect, and no better iatent, than a ſolemn leger- 
demain, and traditional juggle of prieſteraſt. And all this written and 
publiſh'd in open defiance to the civil Power, to the Ecclefiaftical, to the 
united indignation of a National Synod. HAT I, 

But alas! what power is ſufficient to bind or to <je& this legion, fince 
their name is many ? yea rather, what power will attempt it, which by 
the fond reception of this book from the mighty Noble down to the illi- 
terate Mechanick, finds the ſame penal infatuation ſpread upon the people 
that reſted upon the Gergaſites, who rejected our Saviour for his removal 
of a leſs publick grievance; or if theſe confederates (who they are or 
what they are, God knows, } could be ejected by a publick proſecution ; 
yet 
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yet to what purpoſe, when they can retreat and go out ſafely into the covert of Deifts,. 
of Sociaians, Arheiſts and Libertines, as into the herd of ſwine? fince theſe things be 
0, let us then turn our eyes upon cur (elves ; let us exhort all thoſe,  * 


Secondly , who Maiatain Epifcopacy. | \ 
If then this Government be eftablitk'd for ever in the Catholick Church of Chriſt, 


the defegce an preſer vati on of it ought to be gearerto Chriſtians, than ali ſecular in- 
7 tereſts, all civil obligations, all inter iour reaſons of tate. There is in men a native 
2 affection for their own Country, which tho? full of deformity, tho' deſpojl'd with the 
7 havock of war, is wore; delightful to them than the moſt beautifiÞ and enrich'd 
Territory on earth. And tho? we may juſtify this inherent fondnets fer our native 


Land on accourt of it's being the inheritance of our Forefa hers. and the preſent 


| 1 habitation of Relations, tho Or our brethren and companions lake. we may wilt 
it proſperity 3 ( Pal. 122. ver the overruling love of God's Church erected ia ir, 


not only juſtifies our wiſhes, but demands our endeavours for it's felicity ; * yea be- 
* cauſe of the houſe of the Lord our God, I will {eek to do thee good, Neither is 
this preference of affection to the Church any injuſt ice to the State, however poſt- 
pon'd to it inthe inverred - notions of Starcimen, and factious madneſ of the peo- 
ple. For who ſtall reproach it in us as a bigottedfordnels, or Eccleſiaſtick Zeal ; 


1 * ſince the Lord himſelf loveth the Gates of Sion more than all the dwelliags ot 
| © Jacob? (Val. 87. 1.) 


n 


722 


wWhoever belongs to God and to Jeſus Chriſt, is with the 
= © Biſhop: but if any man follows one who cauſes divifons from 
him, -ſhall-not inherit the Kingdom of God. 


A 


Among the factieus and amuzing diſcriminations of parties, the politically blended 
definitions of perſons, Epiſcopacy ſeems to give us an uncrring and decifiye reft of 
thoſe, chat really belong to our Sion, and as her true Sone, are lak'd to her Com- 
munion, or cut off from ber Rewards. He that in this Doctrine 94512955 
is not with us, the fame is againſt us: according to St. Ignacius; Ep. an Phil 


delph. cap. 3. 


el >, ” 
3 Odd c Of 
For ſurely not a veneration for the Antiquity of this Ordi- 7 


1 \ oo 
! nance, which only ſways the affections, but a belief of it's ne- cv #, Ivy 


cefſity, which binds rhe conſcience, can hold. wen tift to the X@/Ss, ddt 
Communion or intereſt of our Church. Tho' we acknowledge 


2 82 
* 3's antient date an rehown, tho? we reverence it as the old Go - M 7- £1 


Fmt Int rr og go on Rh, 


vernment of our Fathers; yet if we believe it's inſt tution to g ; 
have been derived only —. their wiſdom or pleaſure, no man py des el. 
is bound to oppole the alteration of it's form by the deſtruction ©1775 Mor 
of his family, nor to ſacrifice his children that are living, in ye. AN NN 
neration to his Fathers which are dead. But if I am fly 5 
perſwaded that this Orgivance came from God, I am bourd ſ£0&0I\gav 
not «ny to reſolve in my heart, but to confeſs with the Oeg & Aye 
mouth, i I ſhould dye with it, I will not deny it in any * 
« wiſe. E Oi. 


"Twas a gereral defection from th old way, to the 


" dubious plan of Calviniſm, that in the late Rebellion brought + Clarendon's hiſt. 


on the fade Cataftrophe of this Epiſcopal Church: aud ſurely vol. 1. lib. 1. 
che extinction of any natioval Church, however brought to pals, 
whether devoured by che lawleſs rage of Sanguinary perlecutions, or mage authoriſed 
maſſacres of inteſtine wars, whe her bern down by the ſway of publick revolutions» 
or eaten out by the flow vt nom of political acts. may juſtly be reſolv'd into he caſo 
of the deſultory Jews ; becauſe they for ſake the covenant of the Lord their God» 
Deut. 29. 25.) | Ten 2 
The covenant God made with that people, was the *covenaiit of the law, under 
the eſtabliſument of the Levi ical Pricſthoo:l : the tucceeding cover.ant which he made 
with Chr iſtians, was the covenant of the Goſpel, under the Government ofthe E- 
piſcopal Miniſtry. Now if upon the alteration of that temporary eſtabliſimene of 
Moſes, the Apoſtle infers, * the Vrigft-hacd being chang'd, there is made of 2 
. a change 


Ae changeaalſo of the law ; ( Reb! 5. 12.) may ay we ngt more 
EP. > voray's inftiration' of Chiiſt, that the Prieſthood . I 

' receitity a diflolation af the Church? And St. Ignatius in\his Epiſtle ad Trallianos; -. 

| having reckon'd up the three Orders; Biſhops, Presbyters and 
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KM HEA.  veacons, plainly affirms, withour theſe there isno'* Church. 


la the great Reformation from the Church of Rome when the © 


* { Lag 9 tes by 0 
Tn EMK NMν,wi Tord commanded all Nations to come out of her, by what a di- 


S Nl. ſtin n did he declare himſelf to be our God that 3 


ia the removal of her iqererate ſiporſtitions Epiſcopacy was fe- 


rair'd, and hat thoſe cumberſome ſuperſtrugions were taken down wittiour ſhaking 


the foundation. 


In the fevolution of earthly Dominions, things are by an impetueus ſway born to 
. 2 contcary extieem ; and the reformation of ſome errouts is carry'd, beyond the _ 
line of Huth, to the eſtabliſhment of greater. How was it then, when the Lord | 
9 Candleſtick to be 1emev'd or overturned in other Kingdoms, that he ſet 
his love upon us and choſe us, as the reſting place of his holy Tabernacle, where it 
might ſhine and give light ro the people? not becauſe we were more in number than 
other Kingdoms; for we are rhe leaſt of the Nations: not for eur obedience; for 
we are moſt>rebellious and corrupt. The uniformity then and completion of that 
mighty change muſt be attributed to theſe antĩent Seats of Learning, the ſtanding | 
Guardians of Truth, the glorious Luniinaries of theſe Dominibns. - As © the Lord by 
© his-own glorious voice ruleth the raging of the Sea, and noile. of it's wa ves; foby _ 
the voice of theſe his delegated Prophets, he ſet bounds to the madneſs of ihe people © 
in that tumultuous change, ſaying, * hicherto ſhalt thou come and no further: whilſt 
In other Couutries devoid of this barrier, Epiicopacy was ſwept down'in the torrent 


of a popular Reformation: ' / 


I allviciflitades of Goveramout, which have ſince happen'd in this Ri Aces eat 
and terrible, Theſe have born faichful witneſs to the Truth, unterrify d wich TS 9 
unmoy'd, with the loſs of their antient Patrimony. When in that Rebellion the peo- 
le by unanimous ſubſcriptions gave their voices agaiaſt this Epiſcopal Church and 


it ſtood wrongfully condemwd by ſiborn'd and aceumulati ve Treaſon ; how did 


tele Schools of the Prophets ſtand up together, as one man, in a zealous vindication. 1 
the Lord putting into their mouth a Spirit, not of an ignorant zeal, nor of contuma - 


cy, but of Wildom and Courage, ſuch as all their adverſaries 
Jud. Univ Ox on. could not. + gainlay nor reſiſt. And by a magnanimous and 
de Sol. Lig! & concurrent veſig 
5 fence of Epiſcopacy and Monarchy, have raiſed to themſelves 2 
Pillar cf Glory, not ro be defaced by the ruſt, nor - ſhaken by 


rœd . 


| the vides of ime; flengig forever all Rod irg eee a Ae nn 7 | 
Prince, x diſaffection to the Statè, however dexterouſly infuſed into hat the 


people by the antient and ſenſèleſꝭ din of Popery. 


tue, and reſting under ti outſtretch d wings and jealous eye of the Almighty, wil 
( we truſt) be found an overmatch for any fingle Aﬀailant | how ab e, ir 


ere is made of 


nation of theſe their abodes and poſſeſſions in de- as 
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And this our great complex Body being founded on the baſis of Trurh a of ver £ 4 
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parry of men how combin'd fever, and will be enabled by her antient Learning to 


confound the network of their depraved politicks. and by her antient Diſcipline to 
laugh to ſcotn the emulous erections of domeſtick W and — — 4 


of foreign Education. 10 
And not only we, who we nod Win | 
tially on chis Renown'd Body, ſituate in the midf} of the Nation, reſembling the 


Camp of the Levites, in the midſt of the Camp of Iſrael, cloſe ronad about the Ta. 
bernacle; under the proſpect of chis orderly and defenfible diſpoſition, may thus 4 3 
Beg over her; hom goodly are thy Tents, and ho excellent thy Tabernacles ! 


lefled is he that bleſſerh chee, and cur ed is he that curſeth thee. Amen 
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| but, whoever elle looks, impar- 
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